First Presbyterian Church of Olathe

Communion

The congregation should prepare themselves to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.

The invitation to the Lord's Supper is extended to all who have been baptized, remembering that access to the Table is not
a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love. In
preparing to receive Christ in this Sacrament, the believer is to confess sin and brokenness, to seek reconciliation with
God and neighbor, and to trust in Jesus Christ for cleansing and renewal. Even one who doubts or whose trust is wavering
may come to the Table in order to be assured of God's love and grace in Christ Jesus.

I Cor. 11:23b-29:
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
"This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the
cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. Therefore,
whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the
body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.
For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself."

According to the Book of Order:
W-3.3609: The congregation should prepare themselves to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. (W-
2.4006; W-2.4011; W-5.2001). If the Lord's Supper is celebrated less frequently than on each Lords' Day, public
notice is to be given at least one week in advance...
W-2.4006: Around the Table of the Lord, God's people are in communion with Christ and with all who belong to
Christ. Reconciliation with Christ compels reconciliation with one another. All the baptized faithful are to be
welcomed to the Table... Coming to the Lord's Table the faithful are actively to seek reconciliation in every
instance of conflict or division between them and their neighbors. Each time they gather at the Table the believing
community
a. are united with the Church in every place, and the whole Church present;
b. join with all the faithful in heaven and on earth in offering thanksgiving to the triune God;
c. renew the vows taken at Baptism;
and they commit themselves afresh to love and serve God, one another, and their neighbors around the
world.
W-2.4011a: The invitation to the Lord's Supper is extended to all who have been baptized, remembering that
access to the Table is not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving who come in
faith, repentance, and love. In preparing to receive Christ in this Sacrament, the believer is to confess sin and
brokenness, to seek reconciliation with God and neighbor, and to trust in Jesus Christ for cleansing and renewal.
Even one who doubts or whose trust is wavering may come to the Table in order to be assured of God's love and
grace in Christ Jesus.
b: Baptized children who are being nurtured and instructed in the significance of the
invitation to the Table and the meaning of their response are invited to receive the Lord's
Supper, recognizing that their understanding of participation will vary according to their
maturity.
W-5.2001: ...Baptism and the Lord's Supper are by their nature communal, but preparing for
and remembering these Sacraments are important in daily personal worship....
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