Steps to Jesus’ Reality

1. Admt |’ m broken

In a recent interview w th Adam
Herz, witer of the Anerican Pie series
of novies, he said “It’s hard to find
soneone who admts to being a wnner in
hi gh school.” Most of us, even the
nost popul ar, can have a sense that we
don’t fit in. Does this nean
everything is falling apart in your
|1 fe? Not necessarily. You m ght have
a good life right now, or maybe the
opposite. Even in our best nonents
t hough, many of us have a feeling that
| mbal ance pervades our world life falls
short. Does this sound |Iike you?

An anci ent book descri bes our
situation. It says all people have
fall en short of perfection—o one has
the ability to be totally good. Left
to our own resources, we don't even
have the ability to be pretty good.
Thi s book goes on to say that



everything in the world | ongs for
sonet hing different.

| s sonething different possible?
Even if nost of us fall short of this
possibility, even way short, would you
| 1 ke to have another option? Wuld you
| i ke a world where greatness becones
possi bl e, where that naggi ng sense of
things not being right in your life
di sappears? The first step to Jesus’
reality occurs when we admt the
wor |l d’ s brokenness-—when we admt the
br okenness in our lives. Really this
step recogni zes that we long for a
better place in our lives than we |ive
I n today.

2. Realize Jesus can fix ne

Even in the first man and woman this
sense of 1 nbal ance existed. Thoreau
said, “The mass of nen (and wonen) | ead
| 1 ves of quiet desperation.” Desperate
Housew ves? Over thousands of years
peopl e have tried to deal wwth this
| mbal ance, this desperation. People
have erected great structures,
devel oped el aborate cerenonies, and in
sone i nstances have even gone crazy



trying to nake things right. Sone were
even given instructions on how to nake

things right, but they just didn't get

I t.

To tell the truth, we can't live up
to such an i mmense task. None of us
has the power for such an undertaki ng—
we don’t even cone close. So what do
we do? Could there be a power that is
greater than us? Yes, the Gwrd. God
knows how to bring us into bal ance—he
can nmake things right because he
i nvented right and bal anced. A gap
exi sts between God and us, and it is
much bi gger than nost of us think. To
make contact, God had to reach out to
us.

After a series of band-aid attenpts,
he finally took an amazingly dramatic
step he sent Jesus. God sent Jesus to
live, die, and rise fromthe dead. In
t hese actions Jesus showed us how to
overcone the inbal ance and desperation
In our lives. He shows us God’'s
reality—a reality that goes on for all
time. Jesus’ life, death, and rise
fromthe dead show us a glinpse into
his newreality. Wile this neans
l1ving forever, it also neans
encountering Jesus’ reality in our
daily lives.



3. Accept Jesus as new ruler

W're not built to set our own
rules. |If nmy two young children were
allowed to set their own rules they
woul d either starve to death in a few
weeks or get hit by a car. | show ny
| ove for ny children by setting rules
for them so they mght not only
survive, but they m ght even thrive.
Jesus wants to show you a life of
bal ance and even greatness. To achieve
t hi s bal ance and great ness we nust
recogni ze that Jesus’ reality trunps
the reality we invent in our own m nds.

Most of have spent our lives trying
to create our own reality and rules, so
ltving in Jesus’ reality can rub. At
the sane tine, when we accept Jesus as
our ruler he promses us we won’'t be
| eft on our own. The Holy Spirit gives
us strength and insight as Jesus’
reality takes over our |life nore and
nore, if we'll let him W can cone to
| earn that there is a greater reality
t han one we sinply see, touch, and
snmel |l —+there is a spiritual reality that
| s beyond us. It takes work to really
ltve in this reality. However, as we



live into the world of Jesus, the world
we see, taste, and touch can seem | i ke
a shadow. This happens because the
nore we understand Jesus, the nore we
live into reality, not |ess.

4. Pray to live Jesus’ way

What if life was |like the Matri x?
What if a reality exists beyond us? A
reality that is totally different from
what we’'re used to? Wuld you take the
blue pill or the red pill? The
revol ution Jesus started 2000 years ago
makes this claim He nmai ntai ned we
only see a shadow of true reality.
Jesus’ claimhas a difference fromthe
Matri x though. In the novie the real
worl d | ooks worse than “the Matrix.”
Reality is darker, dingier, and | ess
t echnol ogi cal | y advanced. Jesus
descri bes the opposite though. Jesus
describes a better reality, far better,
than our reality. Wen we first | ook
at Jesus’ reality it can be hard to
under stand, things can even seem
backwards. Yet, the nore we live in
Jesus’ reality, the nore it makes
sense. Increasingly we cone to see



that Jesus’ way nmakes nore sense, not
| ess.

In addition to the Holy Spirit Jesus
created a way for people to | earn about
his way. He naned the group “the
call ed out ones.” Today we call the
group “the church.” People have a | ot
of m sconceptions about what the church
is all about. The church has the job
of | earning nore about Jesus’ waysS SO
we can progressively growinto his
reality. Now that Ancient Book tells
us that if we have accepted Jesus as
our ruler, one day, after we die, we

wll see Jesus reality in its full ness.
But, if we truly understand Jesus’
revolution we wll see that we can

start living into his reality begi nning
today. Jesus doesn’t give a nessage
j ust about deat h—he gi ves a nessage
about life.

|f you live in the Oathe area |
would invite you to join us at FPC. W
have commtted to hel ping people live
Jesus’ way. As we gather on Sunday
nor ni ngs, as we gather at other tines
and pl aces throughout the week, we have
a purpose: Learning to live Jesus way.
W invite anyone who is interested in
| ear ni ng nore about Jesus’ reality to
journey with us as we learn to live



nore into his reality. You can find
directions here. | look forward to
meeti ng you.

You may not live in O athe. Mybe
you have never heard of O athe. Wll,
this revolution Jesus sparked exists in
nost places in the world. | would
encourage you to find a church in your
area that takes Jesus’ way seriously
and takes that Ancient Book, the Bible,
serious too. The Bible is the testing
stone to know if a group is serious
about Jesus’ way or not. | would al so
| ove to neet you too—feel free to drop
me an e-mail (even if it Is an
| nperfect neeting!).

May You Know t he Full ness of Jesus’
Reality,

Mar k
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